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The Royal Photographic Society is the foremost Photographic 
Society in the world. It was founded in 1853 when photography 
was in its infancy, and it has been a leading force in its 
advancement ever since. In 2004, The Society became a body 
incorporated by Royal Charter. 

The Society’s aim is to promote excellence in the art and science 
of photography. It is an educational charity with a worldwide 
membership. 

Membership is open to anyone who is interested in photography. It 
enables them to get more out of photography by helping them to 
meet other photographers, develop their skills, stay abreast of new 
developments and pursue their particular interests. 

Benefits of membership: 
• 	Distinctions For all photographers, there are three Society Distinction  
	 levels – Licentiateship (LRPS), Associateship (ARPS) and Fellowship (FRPS).  
	 These qualifications are internationally recognised as measures of excellence  
	 in photography. For engineers, scientists and technologists, there are Imaging 
	 Science qualifications which provide a professional qualification structure. 
• 	Education Commitment The Society is committed to promoting 		   
	 the art and science of photography. It achieves this through excellent and  
	 award-winning projects, lectures and courses, both formal and informal. 
• 	Regions 17 Regions throughout the UK which hold regular meetings, publish  
	 newsletters and organise local events. There are members in 80 countries, 
	 and overseas chapters in the USA, China and Australia. 
• 	Special Interest Groups 15 Groups where you can meet up with others to  
	 pursue your particular interest including AV, Colour, Nature and Travel. 
• 	Publications The Society Journal is published 10 times a year and is packed  
	 with articles, news and photographs. The Imaging Science Journal, published  
	 quarterly, is also available. 
• 	Exhibitions The Society stages three major touring exhibitions – The annual 
	 International Print and International Projected Image Exhibition, and The 
	 Society Members’ Exhibition which is held bienally. There is also a monthly  
	 exhibition of member’s work at the Bath HQ, Fenton House. 
• 	www.rps.org Members can exhibit their work through the online portfolio.
	 Society merchandise can be purchased from the online store. The Society 
	 Forum allows for discussion of photography in depth with other
	 photographers. The website has up-to-date news. 

Details of membership and entry forms for exhibitions can be 
obtained by contacting: 

The Royal Photographic Society
Fenton House, 122 Wells Road, Bath BA2 3AH
Tel: +44 (0)1225 325733
Fax: +44 (0)1225 448688

Website: www.rps.org  Email: reception@rps.org


