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1.	 IMAGING SCIENTIST QUALIFICATIONS

1.1 Introduction

Photographic and imaging techniques are used increasingly in practically all walks of life; the image is as important as the 
printed word. The basic science and technology that makes this possible comes from imaging scientists who work in a wide range 
of disciplines and applications. To recognise achievements in this field, and also to enhance career prospects and recognise 
professional competence, The Royal Photographic Society offers professional Imaging Scientist Qualifications.

These provide a structure leading to professional qualifications for engineers, scientists and technologists whose professional 
activities are concerned with quantitative or mechanistic aspects of imaging systems or their applications. They are being 
recognised by the imaging science community as essential benchmark qualifications benefiting all sections of the imaging world. 
The relevant academic disciplines (chemistry, engineering, physics, computer science, imaging science, colour science etc.) and 
their applications, will be interpreted as widely as possible.

The Qualifications may be gained by members of The Society working within relatively narrow specialisations but their 
achievements will require a range of widely applicable professional skills. Candidates are required to demonstrate at an 
appropriate level, and as required by their particular professional circumstances, an ability to undertake a programme of work, 
write reports and papers, work within a team and produce results.

Those members who acquire an Imaging Scientist Qualification will receive additionally a Society Distinction. In common with 
most bodies awarding vocational qualifications, the former (ISQ) status only continues whilst the person is in professional practice 
and is a member of The Society. Members who wish to cease qualified membership, on retirement or change of career, may retain 
The Society Distinction as long as they remain paid up members of The Society.

1.2 Levels

Level 1:	(QIS & LRPS) Qualified Imaging Scientist & Licentiate: for those with academic qualifications below degree level.
Level 2:	(GIS & ARPS) Graduate Imaging Scientist & Associate: for those with a first degree. 
Level 3:	(AIS & ARPS) Accredited Imaging Scientist & Associate: for those with postgraduate experience as imaging scientists. 
Level 4:	(ASIS & FRPS) Accredited Senior Imaging Scientist & Fellow: the senior professional qualification. 

Candidates with a valid claim for entry to a higher category need not proceed through the lower categories.

1.3 Evidence

The evidence required in support of applications for qualifications will normally be in 4 parts:
i)	 Documentary evidence of prior academic qualifications. In certain cases this requirement may be replaced by a longer period 	
	 of relevant experience.
ii)	A statement of experience as a professional imaging scientist.
iii) A full curriculum vitae.
iv)	Statements from referees which will allow the extent, level, scope, and experience of the candidate in imaging science to be 	
	 assessed. Where a mentor (see supervision below) has been appointed, his/her report must be included.

1.4 Standards

For each level of qualification there are three basic routes designated A, B and C. The descriptions below are not prescriptive but 
are intended to give a general indication of the level required.

1.4.1 LEVEl 1 Qualified Imaging Scientist & Licentiate (QIS & LRPS)

For this level there is a minimum age of 21 years.
a	 BTEC HND in engineering or science.
b	 One year of relevant experience. Where the candidate has not satisfied part A, four years of relevant experience will be accepted instead. 
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c	 Normally, the candidate will have performed work of a non-routine nature, which may have been directed by a senior colleague, 	
	 and have produced accurate records and simple internal reports.

1.4.2 Level 2 Graduate Imaging Scientist & Associate (GIS & ARPS)

a	 A suitable degree in engineering or science.
b	 One year of relevant experience where the candidate has an honours degree and two years of relevant experience where the 	
	 candidate has a pass degree.
c	 Normally, the candidate will have made a useful contribution to the work of a team of scientists and may have directed the 	
	 work of a technician.

1.4.3 level 3 Accredited Imaging Scientist & Associate (AIS & ARPS)

a	 Normally either QIS or GIS.
b	 Five years of relevant experience post QIS or 3 years of relevant experience post GIS. Where the candidate has not satisfied  
	 part A, nine years of relevant experience will be accepted instead. 
c	 As GIS but more evidence reflecting the years involved. Normally, the candidate will have generated and completed an  
	 individual project and will have written internal reports and/or published refereed papers. 
	 The Qualifications Board will expect to see evidence of independent work.

1.4.4 level 4 Accredited Senior Imaging Scientist & Fellow (ASIS & FRPS)

NOTE: The ASIS qualification was conceived as being equivalent to having Chartered status.
a	 Normally AIS.
b	 Five years of relevant experience post AIS. Alternatively, nine years of relevant experience post GIS or eleven years post QIS.  
	 Where the candidate has not satisfied QIS (part A) fourteen years of relevant experience will be accepted instead. 
c	 Individual work of a high standard, which has shown originality. The Qualifications Board will expect to see evidence of a broad  
	 involvement in imaging science beyond a narrow specialism.

1.5 Exemptions

Members of The Royal Photographic Society who are also members of other professional or learned bodies and hold equivalent 
qualifications may apply for AIS (e.g. MRSC, or MInstP) or for ASIS (e.g. FRSC, or FInstP) provided that they have a sufficient 
period of appropriate imaging science work experience. In these cases, only evidence of the exempting qualification, a statement 
of relevant experience, a curriculum vitae and one referee’s report (Referee 2) are required. 

1.6 Supervision

It is recommended that the candidate registers an intention to apply for a Qualification at the beginning of the period of qualifying 
experience or as soon as practicable thereafter. This allows the candidate to seek a mentor who will monitor, assist and advise the 
candidate on their progress during the qualifying period. The mentor’s final report provides detailed evidence in support of the application. 
In cases where the candidate’s work is confidential, the mentor’s report may provide the major or sole evidence.
Note: It is the responsibility of the candidate to identify and engage with a suitably qualified mentor and notify The Society  
for approval.

1.7 Qualifications Board

The Qualifications Board will consider applications for all Qualifications. Membership of the Qualifications Board will be 
determined by the Council of The Royal Photographic Society and will consist of members who hold an ASIS Qualification. The 
Qualifications Board will be responsible for the recognition of academic courses.

In cases of failure the Qualifications Board will give clear reasons to the candidate and, where appropriate, guidance and advice, 
without prejudice or commitment, as to how a future application should be made.
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1.8 Engineering Council (UK) Registration

Suitably qualified Imaging Scientists may be admitted to the Engineering Council (UK) Register as Chartered Engineers, 
Incorporated Engineers or Engineering Technicians.

Full details of this scheme are available from Society Headquarters.
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Contact DeTails
The Distinctions Department
The Royal Photographic Society  
Fenton House, 122 Wells Road, Bath BA2 3AH, England  
Tel: +44 (0)1225 325733  Website: www.rps.org

Andy Moore Distinctions Manager 
Email: andy@rps.org  Tel: +44 (0)1225 325760
Ben Fox Distinctions Assistant 
Email: ben@rps.org  Tel: +44 (0)1225 325751 

DIRECTIONS TO FENTON HOUSE
You can be sure of a warm welcome when you visit Fenton House. There is a 
small exhibition of members’ work to view at Reception which changes 
every month and you can help yourself to a cup of tea or coffee. 
We are open weekdays 9.30am - 4.30pm and look forward to 
seeing you. 

TRAVELLING BY CAR
Directions from M4 motorway Exit M4 motorway junction 
18. Proceed south on A46 to Bath As you approach the city 
on a dual carriageway take the exit to Bath and go right at the 
roundabout, entering the city from the north east on the A4 
London Road; follow this towards the city centre.
At the first main traffic lights (after Morrisons supermarket 
on the left) turn left onto A36/A367 Wells and Exeter 
“ring” road. Proceed over Bridge, past Fire Station (on 
your left) and at first roundabout take the second exit 
signposted Bristol A36 (A4) Wells A39.
Go straight over next roundabout and follow “ring” 
road through main traffic lights under railway bridge 
and on through Widcombe Village, (follow road 
and stay in left hand lane) until you reach the large 
roundabout which is bisected by main railway line 
viaduct.
At this roundabout/intersection take first left exit A367 
Shepton Mallet/Radstock and continue up the hill “Wells Road”  
for approx. ¾ of a mile.

TRAVELLING By Train
From Bath Spa train station (90 minutes from London Paddington) on foot -  
25 minute walk up a steep hill. 
Exit station walking left along Dorchester Street over foot bridge, under viaduct,  
through subway, turn right, go up the hill. Fenton House is at the top  
of the hill on the right.

Alternatively, there is a taxi rank immediately outside the station.

Parking
There is limited parking at The Society’s offices at weekends  
when workshops are taking place.
During the week there is on street parking in the  
surrounding area.

If you drive past the RPS, parking spaces can usually be 
found either on the main road or the streets off to the 
left (Kipling Ave, Milton Ave, Longfellow Ave).
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